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From the Director:

Vicki Olson

Aloha,
It has been a wonderful “winter” at the U.S. Army
Museum of Hawaii. We welcomed several new members
to both the Museum Staff and to our Volunteer forces. Our
editor, Fran Kramer, has made a wonderful effort in this
newsletter to bring their stories to you, our membership.
We know that Judi Bowman, the Museum Director, has
been overjoyed with the additions to her staff and we at
HAMS have thoroughly enjoyed working along their side.
I often hear comments by visitors on how welcome they feel when greeted by
our dedicated volunteers staffing the visitors’ desk.
Late last year, we joined TripAdvisor and over the last few months we
have been receiving wonderful reviews placing the U.S. Army Museum of
Hawaii in the top tier of attractions in Honolulu. We have seen an increase in
visitor traffic not only to the museum but in the Museum store with the daily
visitor count reaching near 500 per day.
The Diamondhead parapet has recently reopened to visitors. In the
near future, the back stairway from the gun deck will be opened to allow
visitors to pass through a long closed back corridor that passes behind several
of the galleries and exits into the rotating gallery. This will allow visitors to
make a full circuit of the Museum.
We have two big events coming up – Living History Day on May 19th on
the lawn of the Museum and the Gen Herbert E. Wolff Memorial Golf
Tournament. Our 31st Annual Tournament, our only fundraiser of the year,
returns to the newly renovated Leilehua Golf Course on 22 June.
We hope you can join us for both events.
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Aloha Oi and Happy Pau Hana:
Farewell to Dorian Travers
Text by Fran Kramer
In December, Dorian Travers retired from government service
after working at the museum for sixteen years, serving as the Museum
Technician and then Curator. He had a life-long career in museum
related work; he was the curator of the Falls of Clyde before prior to
becoming a Dept. of Army employee. Armed with a MA in Education
from UH Manoa in1991 and later trained in graphics art and design,
Travers was the army museum’s education program coordinator and
exhibits specialist. He was well known in the military and civilian
community for his customized tours and he successfully promoted the
museum to a world-wide audience. You can see him in the local travel
documentary which still airs in all the hotel rooms in Waikiki. The
Dorian with a Work In Progress
museum's visitor attendance has increased markedly ever since.
Travers was also well trained in exhibition techniques, creating all the graphics for the 50th
Anniversary of the Korean War exhibit, the General Shinseki Gallery and all of the Gallery of Heroes
Induction Ceremony graphics. Besides providing the complex digital artwork required for gallery displays,
Dorian assisted in visualizing the staff's desired renovations to build a replica of Battery Randolph’s gun
parapets, ensuring that the interior had sufficient space and security to safely house the army’s historical
collection. Additionally, Dorian was also very handy with the paint brush and all sorts of tools—skills
much in demand in a museum! “It will take ten people to accomplish what Dorian did on his own, he was
so talented in so many different ways”, said Judi Bowman, the Museum Director. As you will see below,
he was very hard to replace.
Dorian and his family moved to Nevada. Good luck to you, Dorian!

Fresh Faces at the Museum:
Introducing the New Workers and Volunteers
Text & Photos by Fran Kramer

With Dorian’s leaving, the museum staff
was challenged to fill the void in a difficult time
when the army is downsizing and new hiring was
not possible. Through much juggling of volunteer
resources and dexterous management by Judi
Bowman, the Museum Director, two sharp and
versatile Dept. of Army employees were
dispatched to give a helping hand. In addition,
various volunteers (seasoned and new) were
recruited and trained to take over a few of the
responsibilities that were once Dorian’s.

Darleen Sannicolas

New Workers at the Museum
Department of Army Employee Darleen
Sannicolas-Cruz was assigned temporarily to
assist in collections management and facility
operations. An Army reservist in the Army’s
Continued on Page 3
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paralegal field, Judi has made use of her skills and
professionalism to update historical property
record accounts for the U.S. Army Center of
Military History’s artifact database. Judi says,
“She did an outstanding job updating over 4,000
artifact records, and is credited with accomplishing
a major objective in preparation for an upcoming
recertification inspection.”
Darlene enjoyed looking at the artifacts as
she did her work. Because she is from Guam,
and her family has many memories of WWII in the
Pacific, learning about the Army’s role in that
theatre of war meant a lot to her. On 2 April
Darleen departed for her next duty assignment as
a paralegal at JAG, Ft. Shafter.

for the Winds of War
Gallery and the
Changing Gallery.
As a volunteer, Fran
also has been training
Marie Ea in the arts of
sign making and
mounting.

Department of Army Employee Marie Ea
was also assigned temporarily to assist in
collections management and facility operations.
Her ability to excel at any task assigned to her,
from restoring an old kerosene lantern to
mastering the art of trimming and mounting new
signage for the museum, landed her a permanent
position as the new Museum Specialist. “She is
multi-talented and bursting with energy and that is
what we desperately need to move forward,” says
Judi, who is delighted to have a new employee
onboard after running the museum by herself
since May 2011. Marie is an Army reservist with
14 years of service and grew up in Kalihi.
Welcome aboard, Marie!

New Volunteers at the Museum

Fran Kramer admires Toshi
Nakano’s koa handiwork in
framing and “floating” a
rendered photo of Gen. Wolff
printed on canvas.

We welcome Warren Barshes as a new
addition to the museum volunteer group because
he has many “people skills,” having spent his
career as a consultant and executive in human
relations and personnel management—and doing
much of it in an international, cross-cultural
setting. He recently moved from Beijing, China
where he coached Chinese candidates to
prepare for graduate school in the US.
Warren has been studying Dorian's
Museum Tour script with the goal of being able to
give guided tours which had been discontinued in
Dorian's absence.

Warren Barshes
Marie Ea with a Vintage Lantern

In addition to editing the HAMS newsletter,
Fran Kramer is working under a contract basis
with HAMS to fill a need for the Museum in
Dorian’s role as digital artist and photo enhancer.
She has created new images from old photos

Bill Lofquist

Bill Lofquist, from New Jersey, is an
active member in the Elks Club and his condo
association. He loves greeting the wide variety of
people from all over the world who walk through
the door. He enjoys working with the staff and the
other volunteers. He expressed great admiration
Continued on Page 4
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for the work of the staff, especially Sheldon Tyau
and Judi Bowman in their handling of the involved
day-to-day operations of the museum and its
store.

be of service. We are looking for a carpenter to
help Toshi, John!

Joshua Stutz is an Army reservist who
has always been interested in military history.
Having some experience with accessions and
preservation and being a strong young man, Judi
Bowman set him to work maintaining the macro
artifacts on display outside of the museum such as
the tanks and helicopter. He has been busy
applying corrosion control treatments to preserve
the artifacts, as well as repairing and painting
them. He also reinstalled the sunshades inside
the helicopter.

Josh Stutz Tinkering on the Helicopter

Mary Ceccarelli started out as a Pan
American Airlines stewardess and then quit work
to marry and raise two children, one becoming a
doctor and the other a lawyer. Her husband was
in the military. They eventually settled in Kailua.
Mary wanted to volunteer at the museum because
it is only a convenient half mile to where she now
lives and she enjoys interacting with the tourists
and military personnel who visit the museum.
John Maryniak is a
former iron worker in the
ship building industry from
Seattle and Victoria, BC.
He liked the precision
work that job entailed and
was also able to apply the
skills working as a carpenter.
John has been volunteering
for approximately a year and
likes it because it is a way to

John Maryniak

Julia McCullen is a
former museum volunteer
who recently returned to
work after taking off for
surgery. She loves volunteering and has served as a
greeter at Kapiolani Hospital’s
Ronald McDonald House and
Julia McCullen
does ministry at her church.
She likes working with the museum staff
mentioning Judi Bowman and Vicki Olson by
name, and meeting people from around the world.
Until he landed his job current working at the
Battleship Missouri, Alvin Yoshitomi gained a lot
of job experience by processing incoming modern
day uniforms and equipment and SpanishAmerican War reproductions and preparing them
for exhibit. He also assisted in preparing the 100th
Anniversary of Battery Randolph temporary
exhibit. Other projects included the lobby exhibit
showing both the 25th Infantry Division present
day participation on the global war on terrorism
and the 1898 representation of the 1st New York
Volunteers (Infantry) in Hawaii during the Spanish
American War. Alvin worked along with Sheldon
Tyau to prepare for display a Krag rifle by
rendering the gun inoperable. Army regulations
state that firing pins have to be removed on
exhibited firearms. In this case, removing the fire
pin presented a dilemma because the firing pin
held the gun receiver together! Sheldon came up
with the idea of replacing the original firing pin with
a new one and cut the new pin in two parts. Viola!

Recruiting Army Museum Greeters!
The U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii, located inside
Historic Battery Randolph, is seeking sociable adult
volunteers to greet museum visitors from all over the
world. Greeters work a minimum of 4 hours per
week at a comfortable reception
desk. Volunteers are needed
Tuesdays thru Saturdays for 9 am
to 1 pm or 1 pm to 5 pm shifts.
The museum is located on Waikiki
Beach at Ft. DeRussy. Seniors are
welcomed. Free parking. For
more information call 438-2822 or
stop in and meet our friendly staff.
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A Congressional Gold Medal:
Our 442nd Volunteer, Whitey Yamamoto
Text & Photo by Fran Kramer

On September 23, 2010 the US House of
Representatives passed The Gold Medal Bill S
1055 which recognized the 100th Infantry
Battalion, 442nd Regimental Combat Team, and
the Military Intelligence Service with the US
Congress's highest civilian honor. The Senate
later unanimously passed the bill and it was
signed by President Obama on October 5, 2010.
On November 2, 2011, Whitey Yamamoto,
along with other members of the above units, were
presented with individual awards at a ceremony
held in Washington, DC for participation in their
units' actions during WWII. The award ceremony
was attended by members of Congress and
Senator Daniel Inouye.

Whitey Yamamoto shows a veteran from another era his
Congressional Gold Medal for being part of the fabled
“Go for Broke” 442nd RCT.

The Museum’s Koa Master Craftsman, 25 Years and Counting:
Toshi Nakano Still at Work
Text & Photo by Fran Kramer

It’s going on 26 years for Toshi Nakano
as he keeps on creating the beautiful koa wood
display cases, frames, trim and wall mountings we
see throughout the museum. Just about every
piece of koa wood that is not actually an exhibit
itself is his piece of work—and is worthy of being
treated as an artifact itself. He employs clever
Japanese inspired woodworking techniques to
making latches, hinges, and attachments that
don’t require nails.
Toshi recently underwent surgery but has
quickly rebounded, not missing a beat in his
koa work or his golf game. He is, however, asking
to bring in someone he can train because, as he
says, “I’m not getting any younger!” If you or
someone you know is handy at carpentry and
would want to devote some paid time to helping
Toshi and perhaps eventually taking over, please
contact Vicki at 808-941-3900.

Toshi in his Workroom with a Work in Progress
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Re-Opening the DH Gun Deck:
First Visitors
Text & Photo by Fran Kramer
On Friday, March 23rd, the Diamond Head
gun deck re-opened after three years of being
closed to the public due to issues concerning the
safety railings around the deck. This problem was
resolved when that deck was replaced by replica
parapets built in 2010 as part of a restoration
project to make Battery Randolph look more like it
did in 1911. Besides restoring the gun deck and
parapets, new railings that fit safety inspection
standards were installed. Other upgrades
included surveillance cameras and new signage.
The helicopter has also been made ready to
receive visitors.
The first visitors to the gun deck were
vacationers to Hawaii: Tom and Deb Watt from
Romulus, Michigan, and Terry and Peggy Sisson
from Alexandria, Indiana, and all four shown at
right viewing the helicopter. The helicopter
reminded the two couples of the Vietnam War
years and its poignant legacy.
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Items of Note:
An Expanded Online Store and More!
Text & Photos
by Fran Kramer

Our New Expanded Online Store
In case you haven’t visited our Museum Store online recently, please do so! You can do a search of the
300 items added so there is bound to be something for someone special, be it a birthday or anniversary.
Above is a screen shot of the new store. Better yet, go to: http://www.hiarmymuseumsoc.org/store/.
Noted Visitors at the Museum
LTC (Ret.) Edwin Ramsey returned
to visit the museum. He holds the distinction
of leading the last cavalry charge of the US
Army, an event which occurred on
January 1, 1942 on the island of Bataan
in the Philippines. The event is depicted
in the painting behind LTC Ramsey. Also
seen with LTC Ramsey is his wife, Raquel,
and Patricia Bragg, N.D., Ph.D. in her
famous straw hat. Dr. Bragg of apple cider
vinegar fame is also a noted health educator
and author who leads exercise classes at Ft.
DeRussy.
Living History Day
On May 19, 2012 the museum will host Living
History Day. Be sure to mark your calendars for a
full day of family fun and learning about the history
of the US Army. Chat with re-enactors and see
equipment and weapons from days of old.

Volunteer of the Year
Russel Oshiro is the 2011 Volunteer of the Year.
Russel is known for the many hours he has sat at
the front desk. Always willing to pitch in when
someone gets sick or is on vacation, he can be a
great help in a tight pinch. With many volunteers
coming and going, his presence has been very
welcomed. Thanks, Russel, for your service!

Hawaii Army Museum Society
P. O. 8064
Honolulu, HI 96830-0064
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Living History Day:
U.S. Army Museum of
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Ihe Award Breakfast
Nov. 7, 2012, 7:00 AM
Hilton Hawaiian Village

Jan 18, Feb 15, Mar 21, Apr 18,
May 16, Jun 20, Jul 18, Aug 15,
Sep 19, Oct 17, Nov 21, Dec 19

Hours of operation for the U. S. Army Museum of Hawaii
and the Museum Store are:
Tuesday through Saturday from
9 AM until 5 PM.

Museum Store:

Store Manager:

808-955-9552

Sheldon Tyau

