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Happy New Year!
Aloha! On behalf of the Board of Trustees and the
staff of the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS) - a
wish for a very Happy & Healthy New Year to you and
your family!

MG (Ret) Herbert E. Wolff,
HAMS‟ President Emeritus,
presents the 2008 Ihe Award to
COL (Ret) David M. Peters

There has been a great deal of activity in HAMS
and in your Hawaii Army Museum. First, an apology, as
you may have noticed that you did not receive a fall issue
of your newsletter. We hope that this January‟s double
issue will satisfy your quest for news of your Society‟s
activities.
While we are very excited about the year ahead, our
Board deeply feels the loss last year of two of our longtime
Trustees , William F. "Bill" Bigelow (our former newsletter
editor) and Dr. Rhoda E. A. Hackler .
On November 20, 2008, Judith (Judi) A. Bramlett,
beloved wife of the President of our Board of Trustees,
GEN (Ret) David A. Bramlett, lost her battle with cancer.
Those of us who knew Judi as a friend or from her vast
variety of volunteer activities throughout her time as a
proud “Army” wife, supporter of HAMS, and as an active and vibrant community leader, will always
treasure the far too short time we had with her. Our condolences go to GEN Bramlett, their son
Robert and his wife Susan, and granddaughter, Cassidy.
This issue introduces three new “columnists”. Bobbee Mills Diaz is a historian, former
Executive Director of HAMS, and a long serving HAMS Trustee. Her column is titled the “Hawaiian
Connection” and she will be a regular contributor. Bobbee‟s first article focuses on the Museum‟s
Hawaiian Gallery and will give you a deeper appreciation for early life in our isles. Our stalwart
volunteer, Stanley B. Snodgrass, is a former Senior Chief Hospital Corpsman in the US Navy who
served in Egypt during the 1949 cholera epidemic. Stan has found his position at the front desk to be
quite informative and has take the time to share some of his
discoveries with us.
The third new contributor is Judi Bowman, Curator and now also the Acting Director of the
U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii. Judi has been with the museum for 20 years and your HAMS Board
is very excited about supporting her and Dorian Travers (Museum Specialist) in their efforts to
continue to ensure that your museum remains a first class Army museum. Judi has worked with the
volunteers for many years and contributed an article on Make a Difference Day activities.
Mahalo! for your continuing support and interest in the U. S. Army Museum of Hawaii and
the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS). We look forward to saying Aloha! To you, your family,
and friends when you visit to the museum, our store, and the HAMS office in 2009.

Victoria (Vicki) W. Olson
Executive Director, HAMS

Make a difference day
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Students Make A Difference at the Army Museum
By Judi Bowman, Curator, U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii
It didn‟t look like the Army Museum was going to find volunteers for National Make A
Difference Day this year and the front of the U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii desperately needed a
fresh coat of paint.
Last year soldiers of the 71st Chemical Company volunteered to paint the ocean (makai) side of
the museum and made a significant improvement to the appearance of the museum . With many of
our army units in Hawaii serving overseas, and more preparing for upcoming deployment, the
prospects for having the museum painted by soldier volunteers looked uncertain.
Then, from out of the blue, volunteers from the Leo Club, a Damien Memorial School*
extracurricular service organization, offered their assistance. “We are open to any task you will give
us!,” declared Jordan Ragasa, President of the Damien Leo Club. Jordan rallied eight other Leos to
undertake the colossal painting project.
On Saturday, 25 October 2008, after a 30 minute torrential rain delay, the nine Leos
commenced making a difference by painting the front of the Museum. The Damien students worked
under the attentive supervision of Army Museum Technician Bob Silvia and 544th Transportation
Detachment PFC Nick Plummer. The Hawaii Army Museum Society rewarded all with a lunch of
pizza and soda.
Mahalo to the Leo Club volunteers (Jordan Ragasa, Trey Kobatake, Reyn Guiarane, Steve
Benito, Marcus Finau, Jeremy Carter, Rommel Reymundo, Rey-Marc Paguirgan, and Jerrick Sable
for making a difference! And as always, a very special Mahalo to the Hawaii Army Museum Society,
for their continuous financial support for museum improvement projects (even on short notice!).

*Damien Memorial School, a private Catholic school for young men grades 7 to 12, was established
in 1962 and named in memory of Father Damien de Veuster, the venerated Apostle of Molokai.
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leo club in action

Members of the Leo Club
from the Damien Memorial School
making a difference at the
U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii

2008 Ihe Award Presentation
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On November 12, 2008, COL David M. Peters, US Army, Retired, was presented the
Ihe Award by the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS). Before a large gathering
of family, friends, and community leaders, COL Peters gave a humble and very
moving acceptance speech. We know that members of HAMS will agree that the
multitude and magnitude of COL Peter’s many accomplishments merit his
selection as the prestigious 2008 Ihe Award recipient!
early age. He was an award winning orator. COL
Peters was president of his junior and senior high
school classes. Upon graduation he became the
first person from the Island of Maui to be
appointed to the U.S. Military Academy (USMA)
at West Point, New York.
COL Peters‟ choice of a military career and
public service was influenced by his father,
Charles M. Peters who served as an Army Captain
in Siberia in WWI and later as a Colonel in the
Hawaii National Guard, to include duty as an aide
to the governor of Hawaii.
Graduating in 1946 from USMA with a
bachelor‟s degree in engineering, COL Peters
commenced his military career as an Infantry
2nd LT. at Fort Benning, Georgia. For the next 30
years he served his country as an Infantryman.
He commanded at all tactical levels, to
include two combat commands in Vietnam -a "C" Detachment of Special Forces and
subsequently as a Battalion Commander with the
The eldest child of the late Charles M.
4th Infantry Division. He later commanded the
Peters and Mollie Kananipau‟ole Akana Peters,
1st Brigade of the 3rd Infantry Division in the
David M. Peters entered the world on August 6,
1970‟s in West Germany. His years of service also
1923 on Nu‟uanu Street, Honolulu, the
included -- to list only a few -- an early tour in
Territory of Hawaii. His ancestry is Norwegian, Japan as a platoon leader with the 11th Airborne
Chinese and Hawaiian. His early years were
Division, command of three companies and a
spent on Maui where his father was the island‟s
mortar battery at Fort Campbell with the 101st
first mortician and his mother later opened a
Airborne Division, a combat tour in Korea with
beauty shop. In 1935, David entered the 7th
the 187th Airborne Regimental Combat Team, as
grade at Kamehameha School for Boys in
a Plans and Policy Officer in Italy with Southern
Honolulu and remained a student there until
Command, and in Belgium as the senior assistant
1938. Returning to Maui, he then attended Maui to the Supreme Allied Commander of NATO. He
High School at Hamakuapoko until graduation in culminated his illustrious career in Hawaii as the
1941.
Professor of Military Science at the University of
Hawaii.
COL Peters‟ life of leadership,
commitment and service became evident at an

COL David M. Peters
US Army, Retired
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2008 Ihe Award presentation

Among COL Peters‟ numerous awards for
service and valor are the Silver Star for gallantry
in action, multiple awards of the Legion of Merit,
and multiple awards for the Bronze Star
(including one with a “V” for Valor). He is a
graduate of the U.S. Army War College and holds
MA Degree in Journalism from the University of
Wisconsin.
After retirement from the Army, he
assumed the position of Executive Assistant to
Senator Daniel K. Inouye until 1990. In 1978 he
became a Trustee of the Queen Lili‟uokalani
Trust, where he served for 29 years including 10
years as Chairman; has served as the President of
the Hawaii State Society while living in
Washington, D.C.; was the first Treasurer and
Director of Alu Like; and was the Treasurer of the
Office of Hawaiian Affairs Education Foundation.
He is past president of the Prince Kuhio
Hawaiian Civic Club; a member of Mamaka
Ai‟alo, the Native Hawaiian Chamber of
Commerce; and an Ali'i of the Royal Order of
Kamehameha.

and two daughters, Lauren Moriarty and Diane
Peters-Nguyen. COL and Mele Peters are the
very proud grandparents of eighteen
grandchildren.
In David‟s own words, “I want to be
remembered as an individual caring and assisting
others in finding workable solutions to make
their lives better.”
Mission accomplished, COL Peters!

COL Peters is also a member the Honolulu
Elks Lodge No. 616, Odd Fellows, Lodge Le
Progres de l‟Oceanie, Friends of Iolani Palace, the
Prince Kuhio Hawaiian Civic Club, the Moanalua
Gardens Foundation, the Aloha Temple of
Shriners, and is a Scottish Rite Mason and a
Trustee of the Hawaii Army Museum
Society (HAMS).
Along with today‟s Ihe Award, COL Peters
has been awarded the O’O Award for Public
service by the Native Hawaiian Chamber of
Commerce and named as a Cultural Living
Treasure by the Prince Kuhio Hawaiian Civic
Club. In 2008 COL Peters, a member of Hale O
Na Ali‟i, was awarded the Kalani Ali’i Award in
recognition for his numerous contributions
toward the advancement of the Hawaiian People.
COL Peters was married in Tokyo to the
former Miss Joan Sabin in 1953. They were
married for 33 years until Joan‟s death in 1986.
In 1989 COL Peters wed Mary Melekahana Awai
Kapaona in Honolulu, Hawaii. COL Peters is the
proud father of a son David Jr. (now deceased)

Master of Ceremony, COL (Ret) Walter M.
Ozawa and 2009 Ihe Award recipient,
COL (Ret) David M. Peters

From left to right:
Kalani Burgess,
COL Peters,
Mele Peters,
Mana Moriarty,
Mindy Kapaono, &
Diane Peter-Nguyen

HAMS President Emeritus, MG (Ret) Herb Wolff,
HAMS Trustee, Jim Lackey & Harriet Aoki

Previous Ihe Award recipients:
Bill Paty (2002) and Christina Kemmer

LTC (Ret) Don Arakaki, MSG (Ret) Haines Rego, and Waianae High School
JROTC cadets attended as guests of MG (Ret) Herbert E. Wolff

2008
Ihe
Award

Judge Patrick K. S. L. Yim &
Mary (Mele) Melekahana Awai Kapaona Peters

Mr. Frank Boas and University of Hawaii ROTC Cadets

Mele Peters, COL Peters,
& Lamela Holt Batley
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The 2008 Glenna Marie
Champion Service Award
(The Volunteer of the Year
Award)
Jane Murray

Volunteer News
Diane Go, Julia’s daughter Donna Lei,
Julia McCullen, & Jane Murray

Leo Kerlick, Jack & Yuki Kuhns

Stan Snodgrass, MG Herb Wolff,
& Vicki Olson
Pierre Moulin & Rachel Skorski

Just a few of
our All Stars
Maude Williams, Don’s wife Ginger, Don Crabtree,
Marty’s guest Lynne, & Marty Kogan
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Volunteer News

On Monday, December 8, 2008, the Hawaii Army Museum Society hosted a thank
you celebration for our Museum Volunteers at The Waikiki Lau Yee Chai Restaurant

The 2008 Glenna Marie Champion Service Award
(The Volunteer of the Year Award)

Jane Murray
Jane Murray is a native of Wichita, Kansas and has been living in Hawaii for the past six years. A
retired attorney, she has logged in well over 500 hours since early 2006. Time after time Jane
volunteered more than the minimum requirement of 3 hours a week, and sometimes that meant
working all day on Saturdays. She has also taken it upon herself to search for more volunteers, and is
credited with the recruitment of three. Jane has also participated in most of the special events at the
museum such as the Gallery of Heroes Induction Ceremonies and the opening of the General Shinseki
Gallery phase II.

20 years of Volunteer Service
Whitey Yamamoto
Since 1998, Whitey Yamamoto has volunteered over 5,000 hours of time and expertise to the army
museum by cleaning the facility, repairing broken equipment, and working at the reception desk on
Sundays.

Most Volunteer Hours at the Reception Desk in 2008
Russel Oshiro
Russel Oshiro worked almost 200 hours at the reception desk this year.

First Runner-up for Most Volunteer Hours at the Reception Desk in 2008
David Crittenden
David Crittenden worked over 150 hours at the reception desk this year.

Outstanding Support in 2008
Pierre Moulin
Pierre Moulin covered the reception desk when volunteers were absent, assisted the museum store
staff, and helped increase sales in the store.

Outstanding Support in 2008
Maude Williams
Maude Williams worked over 300 hours as the assistant curator by assisting in historical property
inventories, cataloging archival material, and hand-sewing banners for the Kukalepa War Memorial
ceremonies. Most importantly, she audited historical property records in preparation for the June
2008 recertification inspection.
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The Hawaiian Connection by Bobbee Mills Diaz

How long since you‟ve checked out a
Hawaiian heiau?
How long since you‟ve seen an original
painting by the noted Hawaiian artist
Herb Kawainui Kane?
And have you seen a Hawaiian war god
lately?

Well, right within a few miles of where
you live, all those things are housed in one
small room and can be seen at your leisure
and at no cost. The U. S. Army Museum at
Fort DeRussy in Waikiki is a treasure trove of
military activity in Hawaii from hundreds of
years ago.
The Museum, arranged chronologically, starts
with the history of Hawaiian warfare. This was
long before Captain James Cook stumbled on
the islands on his way to find a waterway in
the north connecting the Pacific and Atlantic
Oceans.
The early Hawaiians who lived here between
the years 500 A.D. and 1778 (when Cook
came) had no knowledge of the outside world
and subsisted on the products of the land and
sea around them. Thus their weapons were
fashioned from wood, stone, or bone lashed
together with cord made from vines or tree
bark.
You are welcomed into the Hawaiian room by
a large representation of Kamehameha who
unified the islands in 1810. Under his picture
is the word Kepuwaha„ula„ula, a bit of a
tongue twister, but it means “the battle of the
red-mouthed gun,” signifying the use of
cannons on board the native canoes of the
Hawaiians. Kamehameha was quick to see the
value of gunpowder in his effort to unite the
islands. (More of that later).

In a dimly-lit corner to the left is a wood
carving of a Hawaiian warrior by the noted
artist and sculptor, Rocky Jensen.
On the left wall of the room is a beautiful
display of ihe or spears, which were probably
the major weapons used by ancient warriors.
They, and other wood weapons, were made
from the very hard wood, koa, which is of the
acacia family. (interesting to note, too that the
Hawaiian word for warrior is koa). The
Museum Society has aptly chosen the ihe as
the annual award it presents to an outstanding
member of the community who has shown
extraordinary support of and dedication to the
military.
In the far left corner is a miniature
representation of Kamehameha‟s war god,
Kuka‘ilimoku, “Ku who eats up the islands.”
The image is made of feathers with teeth from
a dog. The Museum Society commissioned
Umi Kai, another noted Hawaiian artist, to
make this copy of the larger original in Bishop
Museum.
The painting which adjoins it is an original
purchased by the Society from Hawaiian
painter Herb Kawainui Kane. It depicts the
aforementioned “battle of the red-mouthed
gun,” fought just off Waipi„o Valley on the Big
Island. Not only do you see cannons mounted
on Hawaiian canoes, but if you look closely at
the stern of the American ship in the middle
right, you will see Kuka‘ilimoku mounted on
its stern. The Oahu and Maui chiefs had
attempted to invade the Big Island at Waipi„o
Valley, but their canoes offered little resistance
to the guns and cannon of Kamehameha‟s
forces. The large ship is the “Fair American”
which had been confiscated earlier by
Kamehameha.
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Against the rear wall of the room is a
representation of Pu‘u Kohola, the war
temple (heiau) built by Kamehameha in
about 1791 to consecrate his campaign
to conquer all of the islands. This heiau
has been restored on a hill above
Kawaihae and is now part of the
National Park complex on the Big
Island.

The Hawaiian Connection

In the center of the room is a British
type swivel cannon of the type used
about 1778. Behind it is a model of a
double-hulled Hawaiian canoe, the type
used by the early Polynesians for their
lengthy trips across the Pacific. In the
corner behind it is the replica of the war
god, Kuka„ilimoku.

So this Hawaiian room starts you on an adventure through the rest if the Museum, where you
can go from year to year through war and peace in the history of the military in Hawaii.
Hope you enjoy!
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Hawaii army museum society news

Vincent Barnes, Earl Morita, & Ernoel Bayudan of the
Hale Koa Parks and Recreation Team working outside Battery Randolph
The Hale Koa Hotel Makes a Great Neighbor!
The Hale Koa Hotel and her staff are the kind of neighbors everyone dreams of!
As the Hale Koa‟s website relates, “Fort DeRussy has evolved immensely from 1906, when it
was sold as a 72-acre parcel of “undesirable” land, to the building of Battery Randolph at the east end
of Fort DeRussy (now an Army Museum) in 1911, to the significant roles that Fort DeRussy played
during WWII. However, even with all of these military accomplishments Fort DeRussy was still not
„desirable‟ enough for grand social events.”
Today the Hale Koa Hotel is a world-class resort hotel with a prime location on Waikiki Beach
and Fort DeRussy offering a sea of green in the midst of Waikiki. In fact, Fort DeRussy represents
about 14% of the acreage of Waikiki. The responsibility for the maintenance of the landscaped
grounds of Fort DeRussy and the maintenance of the 1/3 mile Fort DeRussy Beach (which is open to
the public) are taken very seriously by the landscaping staff of the Hale Koa under the Director of
Parks and Recreation, Kelley Hupp.
Those grounds extend up to the very foundation of the U.S. Army Museum of Hawaii.
Recently Kelley Hupp and Hale Koa landscaper, Heidi Bornhorst, have been enormously helpful
with the beginning of a redesign of the landscaping around the Museum structure.
We would like to extend a warm Mahalo to John Jefferis, General Manager of the Hale Koa
Hotel and Armed Forces Recreation Center of the Pacific, and his staff. We couldn‟t ask for better
neighbors and friends!

Voluntarily Speaking
By
Stanley B. Snodgrass
Once a week it is my job to meet, greet, and brief our visitors
as they sign the U. S. Army Museum of Hawaii‟s guest register.
While serving in my position as “Official Greeter”, I became
interested in the origin of our guests. By far, the majority are from
the mainland USA with Australia, Canada, Japan, and New Zealand
(in alphabetical order) following closely behind the USA in
numbers of visitors.
A little research of the Museum‟s guest book suggests a much greater range of countries. For
example, during the months of September and October 2008, the Museum hosted visitors from 52
countries representing 27% of the total membership of the United Nations. Collectively, the
population of these countries totals about 4,630,030,799 or about 70.1% of the world‟s population.
As with the rest of the Hawaii‟s tourist industry, the museum has seen a drop in its daily visitor
count. Here are some specifics:
Month
September 2007

Highest Day

Lowest Day

Monthly Total/Days Open

1,312

158

8,533/26 = 328 average

October 2007

417

217

7,724/27 = 286 average

September 2008

363

204

6,913/25 = 277 average

October 2008

357

196

7,444/27 = 276 average

However, I would like to point out that the guests‟ satisfaction with their visit to the Hawaii
Army Museum continues to remain very high. Typical of their comments is one from Ronaldi
Franchi of Brazil who recorded the following in our guest register on 9/11/2008:
“Excellent, better than expected!”
So to Generals Herb Wolff, David Bramlett, Executive Director Vicki Olson, and all those who
make things tick at the Hawaii Army Museum Society , a great big Navy “Bravo Zulu” and a hearty
“Well Done”!

Salam Aleykum (Peace Be with you),

Stan
*Editor‟s note: Stan‟s book about his corpsman service during the
cholera epidemic in Egypt in 1947 as a “Bugchaser” is available in the
Museum Store.

By Sheldon Tyau, Store Manager
In December 2008, the 67th Anniversary ceremony commemorating the attack on Pearl
Harbor featured the premiere of two new books by author MacKinnon Simpson. The first book,
USS Arizona, Warship-Tomb-Monument does not cover the actual attack but thoroughly
details the history of the battleship. The story covers the USS Arizona from her planning stages in
1912 to her status as a monument today. Filled with period pictures and other memorabilia, the
book is a must for any WWII armchair historian. Author Simpson‟s second book is titled Hawaii’s
Homefront, Life in the Islands during World War II. This lavishly pictured book covers
every aspect of Hawaii‟s home front experience, a period that forever transformed life on the
islands. Hawaiiana souvenir collector‟s can use this book as a catalog of antique treasures from that
period of time and may bring back many memories to folks who lived through that period. The book
should fascinate the younger generation who seeks clues to the Hawaii‟s past. Both newly published
books have been added to the museum store‟s collection. USS Arizona sells for $ 24.95 and
Hawaii’s Homefront is $29.95. These hardback editions are both published in Hawaii.
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The museum store

The museum store has just received a new WWII army aviation inspired print to add
to our Aloha Shirt collection. The print features three famous USAAF aircraft, the
B-24 Liberator Bomber, the P-51 Mustang Fighter, and the P-47 Thunderbolt Fighter
aircraft. Available in a Navy or a Black background, the shirts are 100% Cotton and
are part of our RJC Collection of military inspired Aloha Shirts. Made in Hawaii,
sizes range from Medium to XL ($28.00) and XXL ($32.00).

Other best sellers in the museum store are our “Rosie the Riveter” collection of
t-shirts, bags, mugs, and magnets. We now carry a wide collection of Pearl Harbor and
USS Missouri commemorative coins, in different metals priced $ 20.00-42.00. The
boxed coins are in singles and sets. Purchases benefit the Fleet Reserve Association.
Don‟t forget that there are unadvertised specials from 20-50% off, and the 15%
discount off our regularly priced items for HAMS members.
Join the Hawaii Army Museum Society (HAMS) today and save!

Hawai’i Army Museum Society
P. O. 8064
Honolulu, HI 96830-0064

TO:

Hawaii army museum society news

HAMS OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES 2009:
PRESIDENT EMERITUS:
Herbert E. Wolff

1st VICE PRESIDENT:
Philip M. Whitney, Jr.

VICE PRESIDENTS:
Resource Development:
Mildred Courtney
Membership: Francis I. Mossman
Museum Store: John F. Nielsen
Golf Chair:
Harold K. Okita
Special Events: Walter M. Ozawa
Publicity:
Open

INTERNAL AUDITOR:
Jimmie R. Lackey

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
Victoria W. Olson

SECRETARY:
Edward B. Keyes

MUSEUM STORE MANAGER:
Sheldon H. S. Tyau

PRESIDENT:
David A. Bramlett

TREASURER:
Ronald T. Y. Choo
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CALENDAR OF HAMS
EVENTS for 2009
Gallery of Heroes Induction Tenetative Date—late April 2009
Living History Day May 16, 2009
Golf Tournament June 26, 2009
Ihe Award Breakfast Tentative Date—mid November 2009
Meetings are held at noon at the
Waialae Country Club
HAMS Board of Trustees
Meetings:
2/2/2009, 4/27/2009,
7/27/2009, 10/26/2009
HAMS Executive
Committee Meetings:
1/26/2009, 2/23/2009, 3/16/2009,
4/20/2009, 5/18/2009, 6/15/2009,
7/20/2009. 8/17/2009, 9/21/2009,
10/19/2009, 11/16/2009, 12/21/2009

